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Home School Compact Brief 
 
The children of Ridgewood learn best when parents and teachers share responsibility 
for their education.  Parents, teachers and administrators believe that children will meet 
the New Jersey Standards for reading and math when parents: 
 

• work with their child(ren) on homework on a regular basis 
• read with their child(ren) and/or listen to their child(ren) as they read every 

day 
• discuss school with their child(ren) every day 
• volunteer time for school activities as their schedules allow 
• participate in school functions as their schedules allow 
• attend parent-teacher conferences 
• work in positive, respectful and cooperative way to solve problems with their 

child(ren) and with the school 
• assure that their child(ren)’s basic health needs will be addressed 
• demonstrate judgment with regard to the nature and amount of TV and video 

games their child(ren) are permitted 
• provide a safe home environment for their child(ren) and will seek help when 

this is not possible 
• provide their child(ren) with opportunities to talk about issues and concerns 
• provide their child(ren) with basic supplies needed to complete school work 
• recognize that they are their child(ren)’s first and most important teacher 
• encourage creativity in problem solving 
• provide multiple opportunities to practice 
• teach their child(ren) how technology enhances mathematical competency 

 
Parents, teachers and administrators believe that children will meet the New Jersey 
Standards for reading and math when teachers: 
 

• provide books and literature that are appropriate to their and level of ability 
• provide individual, small group and large group reading instruction 
• provide parents with information re: books appropriate to their child’s reading 

ability for home 
• encourage children to love literature 
• use a variety of methods for teaching reading so that all children have an 

opportunity to benefit 
• integrate reading and writing instruction 
• use inquiry (questioning) as a way of helping children to understand 
• provide a balance between a phonological (letters and sounds) and whole 

language (sight words) approach to the instruction of reading 
• inspire children’s imagination 
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• have children participate in book discussion groups 
• provide reading materials for home 
• provide children with a broad range of materials for instruction 
• teach children strategies to compare literature and organize thoughts about 

stories 
• model strategies for reading for meaning 
• provide children with the opportunity to learn mathematics in a hands-on 

manner using a variety of methods 
• provide opportunities for children to think, analyze, and problem solve 
• provide students with developmentally appropriate materials that introduce 

and reinforce learning of underlying concepts 
• teach and reinforce basic computation skills 
• provide experiences and activities to stimulate mathematical thinking and 

problem solving appropriate to the developmental level of young children 
• provide activities for families to use at home to encourage the development of 

mathematical thinking and problem solving 
• encourage creativity in problem solving 
• provide multiple opportunities to practice 
• teach children how technology enhances mathematical competency 

 
A Final Note 
 
This Compact represents a first step in defining how the school, teachers, and parents 
will work together to support all of the children’s achievement in all areas of academic, 
social, and emotional development.  Many voices are reflected in this first draft and 
many more need to be included before this Compact becomes a living document.  We 
must continue to ask, “How are the children.” 
 
 


